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The Tale of the Twelve Zodiac Animals

Once upon a time, at the end of December, the God gathered the animals and said,
"Come to me on the morning of January 1st to greet the New Year. The first twelve
animals will get a year each to lead."

The animals got excited and wanted to be first. "I will definitely be the first! I can't
wait for the New Year," they thought.

The cat, who was napping, woke up and asked the rat, "Why is everyone so excited?"
The rat replied, "If you go to the God on the morning of January 2nd, you can
become the leader for the year." The cat asked, "Isn't it the morning of January 1st?"
but the rat said, "New Year's Day is for relaxing at home, so it's the morning of
January 2nd." "Oh, it's the morning of the 2nd," said the cat, thanked the rat, and
went home. The cunning rat had given the cat the wrong date to reduce the
competition.

On New Year's Eve, as it started to get dark, the ox thought, "I'm slow at walking, so
I need to leave early," and started walking. The rat secretly climbed onto the ox's
back and went with the ox to the God's gate.

Finally, the morning sun rose, and January 1st arrived. The God opened the gate.
As the ox was about to enter, the rat jumped off the ox's back and greeted the God,
"Happy New Year!" The God smiled and gave the first tag to the rat. The ox ended up
in second place but was satisfied, saying, "It's my own fault for not paying attention.
I'm very happy with second place."

The tiger, who had not heard the God's announcement, heard the rumor and
thought, "I'm not sure if it's true, but since everyone relies on me, I can't afford to
miss being the leader of the animals." So, the tiger ran at great speed and was the
third to enter the gate.

The rooster, unsure of what to do, thought, "Should I announce the arrival of
morning as usual? What should I do?" After much deliberation, the rooster decided,
"l can't ignore the important job given by the God," and announced the arrival of
morning more loudly than usual and hurried off.

Hearing the rooster's call, the other animals quickly left their homes. The rabbit,
who kept hopping even when other animals were resting, was the fourth to enter.
The dragon and the snake arrived at the gate together, but the snake, who respected
the dragon for being able to fly in the sky, let the dragon go first. The dragon
gracefully flew through the gate, and the snake slithered in sixth. The horse, who
kept getting sidetracked, entered seventh, and the sheep, who got lost on the way,
entered eighth.

The dog and the monkey, who were running together, started fighting because of



their competitive nature. The rooster, passing by, scolded them, "This is not the time
to be fighting." But the dog and monkey continued to quarrel, so the rooster stepped
in between them. The monkey entered ninth, the rooster tenth, and the dog
eleventh. From then on, the dog and monkey became known for their constant
fighting, giving rise to the saying "like cats and dogs." (In Japanese "like dogs and
monkeys")

And finally, the twelfth to pass through the gate was the boar. In fact, the boar had
arrived at the gate first. However, since the boar can only move straight ahead, it
passed by the gate and had to turn back, making it the twelfth.

On the morning of January 2nd, when the cat knocked on the gate, the God said, "It
was yesterday." The cat was sad and went home. Since then, the cat has chased the
rat (mouse) whenever it sees one.

- The selection of the twelve animals for the Chinese zodiac was based on the
phases of the moon. At that time, it was believed that a full cycle of the seasons
occurred after twelve lunar cycles, which necessitated the selection of twelve
animals. This system was then used to convey the passage of years, months, and
days.

+ To indicate time, the twelve animals were each assigned to a two-hour period,
thus representing the 24-hour day. Additionally, the Chinese zodiac was used for
directions, with the north being represented by "Rat's direction," and each animal
marking 30-degree intervals. Since there were no other means to convey time or
direction at that time, the zodiac was utilized in this manner.

* In Thailand, the rabbit in the Chinese zodiac is represented by the cat. In
Vietnam, the ox is a water buffalo, the rabbit is a cat, the sheep is a goat, and the
boar is a pig.

* The "zodiac" comes from the Greek word 'zodiakos,’ which means 'circle of
animals.' This is because many of the zodiac constellations are named after animals.

» The kanji "¥& ," which means "boar" in Japanese, refers to a pig in Chinese.
In Chinese, a boar is written as "¥F 5& ."

Japanese Chinese
pig 2 ¥
boar Y& 73

- It is said that the term "tsuitachi" (the first day of the month) was created to
involve the weasel, which came in 13th place, using the word "weasel" (itachi).



